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Lasselle. Whether or not they are now for sale, we are not 
authorized to say; but the indications are that some day they 
will be scattered and lost. The point to be made is that the 
collection now exists, that its value is such the State could well 
afford to make a generous bid for it, and that no step whatever 
is taken to secure it. 

In this connection it may be said that the State quite un- 
necessarily lost the large collection of books and relics of the late 
Judge Horace P. Biddle, also of L,ogansport. Besides the relics 
and pictures which Mr. Biddle had long been collecting his library 
consisted of some 8,000 volumes, representing a money value of 
$15,000. At least 3,000 of these volumes were rare works not to 
be easily found elsewhere, which students came from afar to con- 
sult. When James D. Williams was Governor Mr. Biddle proposed 
that the State agree to take his entire library at his death at 10 
cents a volume. Governor Williams, according to Mr. Biddle, 
twice recommended in his messages that the legislature take 
advantage of the offer, but no notice whatever was taken of the 
proposition. 



The Howe Collection 

THE "Howe Collection," now in possession of the Indi- 
anapolis Public Library, consists of books and pamphlets 
relating to Indiana and affairs in Indiana, and is in itself a library 
of rare value. The collector, Judge Daniel Waite Howe, has 
been one of the few who realize that not only old and scarce 
books are worth securing but that the seemingly valueless records 
of to-day have a value on the morrow; much that others threw 
away he had the foresight to save; as a result much of this 
collection, particularly the pamphlets, is not, as a collection, 
duplicated anywhere, and of many of the individual pamphlets 
it would be exceedingly difficult to now find other copies. The 
gathering up of these has been the work of years, and they were 
donated to the Indianapolis library on the condition that they be 
kept intact and designated as "The Howe Collection." There 
are 534 volumes, many of which are pamphlets bound together, 
and 52 unbound pamphlets. 
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A complete catalogue of this material occupies too much space 
to be given here, but its general character, briefly indicated, ma}' 
point the way to matter some student is in search of. A full and 
separate catalogue is furnished at the library. 

Of the laws of Indiana there is a complete set of Laws of the 
Governors and Judges, from the 1st to the 4th sessions (1 801 -'03); 
also Territorial Laws from 1805 to 1815, with revision of 1807. 

Of other works of a legal and legislative character there are 
Court Reports, Digests, Citations, General and Special Compila- 
tions, Session Laws, Pleading, Practice, etc., Ordinances of Indi- 
anapolis, Journals and Proceedings of the Constitutional Con- 
ventions, House and Senate Journals almost complete from 18 16, 
Documentary Journals and Annual Reports, Brevier Legislative 
Reports, complete (1852-1887), and Reports of State Officers. 

Of miscellaneous works there are State and local Directories 
and Gazetteers, many State and County Atlases and Histories, 
Church and College Histories, and rare books too varied to specify. 

Of the large number of pamphlets, bound and unbound, there 
are many Biographies not to be found elsewhere, Addresses, 
Papers, Sketches, Reports of Conventions, Church and College 
Documents, Proceedings, Records and Reports of Societies, 
Essays, Articles preserved from Magazines, and many publi- 
cations of various kinds relating to Indianapolis. To the coming 
historian who essays to bring the story of the city down to date 
these Indianapolis pamphlets, indeed, ■ will afford invaluable 
material, reflecting, as they do, the thought and movements 
of the times even more circumstantially than does the news- 
paper press. It is the kind of material that is essential to accu- 
racy and that is yet more ephemeral, even, than the newspapers, 
for preserved files of the latter usually can be found, whereas 
pamphlet literature is rarely deemed worth the collecting. 

A particularly valuable volume for one making a study of 
the State's internal improvement system of seventy years ago, is 
a compilation made by the late John B. Dillon of official reports 
and other documents, which form much of the material for a 
history of that movement. 



